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Teacher colleges ||
get more funding

By John Eremu

PRESIDENT Yoweri
Museveni has directed
that the budget compo-
nent for Primary Teacher
Colleges (PTCs) be placed
under the Poverty Action
Fund (PAF), effectively
cushioning it from budget
cuts.

The Government has
also raised the capitation
grant for the colleges from
sh1,050 to sh1,500 per stu-
dent per day.

“This has been done to
meet the high cost of
teaching sciences and
information and commu-
nication technology,”
Francis Lubanga, the
Permanent Secretary
Mi}ﬂstry of Education,

said.

“We have built laborato-
ries for most PTCs to
ensure that teachers can
teach sciences. The eight
PTCs with ICT laborato-
ries shall have their unit
costs raised to sh1,800 so
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that they can fund the
maintenance of their
equipment and Internet
connection,” he said.

In a recent meeting with
Museveni, PTC principals
reportedly complained
that consistent budget
cuts had affected the
operations of the institu-
tions that produce pri-
mary school teachers.

They reportedly wanted
cost sharing reintroduced,
a move rejected by the

President. Lubanga said
additional funding to the
tune of shl.2b would be
required to implement the
revised capitation grant.

However, with immedi-
ate effect, principals are t0
declare all non-tax rev-
enue generated by their
institutions.

“All the income gained
from activities like hiring
of halls on weekends and
during holidays should be
declared and used to
improve service delivery. It
should no longer be for
private business,’
Lubanga said.

The principals are also
supposed to bring down
the failure rate from the
current 40% to 10% within
the next three years.

“Hach principal should
give us a college-specific
strategy to reduce failures.
We want accountability
not only for funds, but also
on the quality of students
they pass out,” Lubanga
said.

e S




