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Number of IT companies in Romania- source MCTI

Regarding the IT market development if in 2000 there were about 4 000 de companies, there are now more than 8 400 present on the market. The turnover of the 4000 companies present on the market in 2004 increased from about 5,000 billion lei to over 25,000 billion lei at the end of 2003. 

However 90% of the Romanian IT companies just use outsourcing contracts as a source of their income.
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Number of .ro domain names – source MCTI (for 2004 – estimate)

The number of .ro domains increased significantly, fact indicating the presence of the Romanian companies on the Internet. – However this number is relatively small as compared to other countries. 
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Number of computers – source MCTI (for 2004 – estimate)

Presently, the number of PCs exceeds 2,5 million and the number of Internet users is estimated to exceed 5 million in 2004 although in 2000 there were only about 950 000 (estimation by MCTI).

As well, in the last 3 years, 1365 high schools were endowed with computers, which enables 720 000 pupils to have access to the IT&C resources

Electronic commerce

The electronic commerce has been delayed for a long time because of the Romanian banking systems and the lack of an electronic inter-banking clearance system. 

Thus, only this year the first system allowing on-line payments has occurred and is implemented by 4 Romanian banks. The system allowed the occurrence of the first 2 companies offering payment gateway services (one of them being an USA investment of over 1 million USD –DotCommerce company) and implicitly the first Romanian e-shops accepting on-line payment by credit/debit cards (over 50 until November 2004).

The banks have started in becoming more and more interested in achieving remote access solution to their accounts.  Thus, 23 banks offer 31 distance payment instruments, which are audited regarding the security of information systems. There are two distance payment solutions by means of mobile telephone, the so-called Mobile Banking solutions, 17 Internet Banking solutions and 12 Home Banking solutions. However, these systems have gathered only 85 000 users until November 2004.

Cybercrime 
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Cybercrime respondands – 2003 IFCC Report – Internet Fraud Complaint Centre
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Source: 2003 IFCC Report – Internet Fraud Complaint Centre

Due to the high number of Internet related frauds (especially auction fraud) the Romanian users were banned from certain world famous auction sites (e.g. E-bay) and e-commerce websites from abroad (e.g. amazon.com, godaddy.com etc ) 

In 2003, the specialized Romanian services investigated over 200 electronic offences out of which 50% were illegal electronic tenders, 30% were illegal online purchases, 10% concerned unauthorised access to various information systems and 10% were viruses, Nigerian letters, child pornography, use of false identities. As regards the countries of origin, 80% of the complaints have been received from USA, 10% from Europe, 5% from Romania and 5% from other countries.

In 2004, portal www.eFrauda.ro has received until the month of October 116 complaints from natural people regarding illegal activities in the information services domain originated both in the country as abroad. The damages reported for the period February – October 2004, following these complaints reach about 4 billion lei (about 133,000 USD).
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